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A study 
in progress 





First, Empire Class Flying Boats. Next, Sandringhams, Solents, 
DC-6’s and Electras. All played vital and faithful roles in 

AIR NEW ZEALAND ’s progress. Now it’s the era of the 
AIR NEW ZEALAND DC-8 Five Star Jet. The only aircraft 
specially designed and custom-built for Pacific travel. 





Smooth, silent, spacious AIR NEW ZEALAND DC-8 Five Star 
Jetliners span the ocean at nearly 10 miles per minute. winging you 
in perfectly relaxed comfort over a network of AIR NEW ZEALAND 
Jetways linking New Zealand, Australia, Fiji, Samoa, New Caledonia, 
Norfolk Island, Singapore, Hong Kong, Hawau, Tahiti and 

Los Angeles. AIR NEW ZEALAND service ts backed by a 

tradition of twenty-seven years of attending to requirements 

of discriminating travellers. 


AIH WEW ZEALAND 


KKK Ik THE FIVE STAR JETLINE with BOAC and QANTAS 
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close support 


Choose your role . . . either way there is more 
powerful performance now that the Macchi MB 326 G 
is equipped with the new Bristol Siddeley Viper 20 
turbojets. A ruggedly economical trainer with average 
ground maintenance less than 2.1 hours per flying 
hour. An effective close support aircraft for air-to-air, 
air-to-ground and photo reconnaissance missions, the 
Macchi MB 326 G converts from training to combat 
role in only two hours. 


maachi 326 G 


The Macchi MB 326 G, holder of the world altitude for its class, 
is manufactured in Italy by Aeronautica Macchi and represented in New -Zealand by Flight and Field Services Ltd. 


A message from the Mayor, 
Sir George Manning, C.M.G., M.A. 


One of the most important developments in 
world history to change or modify the tempo of living 
and to bring the people of the world into the realisa- 
tion of the underlying unity of mankind, is the advent 
of the flying machine or the aircraft. 


Although flying experiments were made in New 
Zealand prior to the First World War, it was on 
May 7, 1917, that the first flight took place from the 
Sockburn Flying Field which today is R.N.Z.A.F. 
Base Wigram. 


It is gratifying to know that a group of enthu- 
stasts has decided to celebrate these fifty years of 
continuing development of flying in the Christchurch 
district. The celebrations will, I feel sure, bring to the 
minds of the present generation the history of flying in 
this area and the debt we owe to the pioneers and the 
pilots trained at Wigram. 


I wish the celebrations every success. 





Mayor. 


A message from the Chairman, 
Wing Commander R. A. Mackinder, A.F.C. 


It is my pleasure to welcome you to R.N.Z.A.F. 
Base Wigram, on the occasion of the 50th Anniversary 
of Flying from this site. 


The foresight and achievements of Sir Henry 
Wigram, and his small band of similarly dedicated 
citizens made a significant contribution to the rich 
heritage of which Christchurch can be so justly proud. 


The Royal New Zealand Air Force, through its 
close ties with the city over so many years, shares in 
this pride and is pleased to be joining with the civil 
aviation organisations to mark the occasion. 


Chairman, 
I0th Anniversary of Flight Committee. 





MIRAGE 


FIGHTER-BOMBER 





Accurate High Speed GROUND ATTACK 
Supreme AIR-to-AIR Fighting | 
Minimum RE-ARMING, Turn-around 





Proven in WAR to be the most effective 
CLOSE SUPPORT - AIR SUPERIORITY 
Fighter in the world 


Made by A. M. DASSAULT, France, 


and built under licence in Australia for the 


Royal Australian Air Force. 


Represented in New Zealand by | so a * © a 
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1923 


When a small, low-powered Caudron biplane 
took the air from a newly-laid-out aerodrome 
at Sockburn, near Christchurch in the South 
Island of New Zealand on 7 May, 1917, few 
persons witnessing the event at that time could 
have foreseen that it was the first of many 
tens of thousands of training flights, and that 
thousands of young men should begin either 
their initial or advanced training from that 
same grass aerodrome. 


The Hon. H. F. Wigram, a man of consid- 
erable foresight and imagination, had visited 
England in 1908 and had seen for himself the 
practical possibilities of aviation. Wigram was 
a member of the Legislative Council, which was 
then the Upper House in the New Zealand 
Parliament, and when, in the following year 
he moved that the Government adopt aviation 
as a national defence, the suggestion was not 
even discussed. Seven years later, in May 
1916, after the first World War had been going 
on for nearly two years, Wigram again moved 
in the Legislative Council:— “That in view of 
the rapid development of the science of aviation 
and aerial navigation the Government should 
establish a school or schools of flying in pre- 
paration for the formation of an aviation corps 
for purposes of national defence”. 





Mr C. M. Gill 


Again nothing was done as the Government 
thought that there was no practical necessity 
for such schools, and so it was left to private 
enterprise to make a start. 


A beginning had already been made in the 
Auckland area, where the New Zealand Flying 
School, came into existence on 2 October, 1915. 
This school was entirely water-based and all its 
pupils took their “tickets” on flying boats. 


The honour therefore fell to the Canterbury 
school of making the first and subsequent land- 
based flying training flights in New Zealand. 





General view of hangars at Sockburn with Caudron aircraft. 





~The BOAC armchair. 


We give you the inches so 
you can take the miles. 


It's a lot of miles to London, either way. And to cities in between. Nobody can jet you 
there faster than we can. But we can make you more comfortable. For instance, with 
a better seat. The BOAC armchair. It’s based on a simple theory. It fits you ; you don't 
have to fit it. In other words it adapts itself to your body shape. The BOAC armchair is 
made from a unique moulded plastic shell. This saves inches of valuable space where 
you sit and gives extra leg room beneath. Now you can armchair travel to Honolulu, . 

San Francisco, New York, Sydney, Singapore, Bangkok, Hong Kong, Tokyo, Delhi, AL ONER TEE UELE ROR Ne Se 


Rome, London and almost every other major city in the world. See your Travel Agent —_ = OAC 


about booking a BOAC armchair. If you take the miles, we'll give you the inches. 
BRITISH OVERSEAS AIRWAYS CORPORATION 


For details see your TRAVEL AGENT, or AIR NEW ZEALAND, General Sales Agents in New Zealand for BOAC. WITH AIR-INDIA, AIR NEW ZEALAND AND QANTAS 
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View of workshops at Sockburn 


The Hon. H. F. Wigram decided to go ahead 
with his plans and even before he had inquired 
locally for support for the school, had ordered 
two Caudron biplanes for use as trainers. ‘The 
Canterbury (N.Z.) Aviation Co. Ltd. was 
registered on 20 September, 1916, and the first 
General Meeting of the company was held on 
7 December, 1916. 


A site for the aerodrome was chosen at Sock- 
burn, less than six miles from the centre of 
Christchurch, and work began levelling and 
‘draining the area. 


The first aircraft to arrive at Sockburn was 
a rather decrepit Bleriot, which was hardly 
capable of flight, and was used for quite a while 
as a penguin, i.e., to accustom pupils to the use 
of the controls, motor, etc. The first Caudron 
was delivered to Sockburn on 21 April, 1917, 
and it was assembled SC. by Mr J. G. 
Mackie. - 


In the meantime the school wished to employ 
the best instructor it could obtain. The original 
idea was to appoint Lieutenant J. W. H. Scot- 
land, a New Zealander who had learned to fly 


Typical of the air- 
craft used for flying 
instruction, a Caudron 
biplane powered by 
a 100 h.p. Anzani 


engine. 


in England and had brought his own Caudron 
biplane back to New Zealand in 1914. He 
had recently been invalided out of the Army 
with ill-health after taking part in the cam- 
paign in Mesopotamia, and therefore declined 
the position. The assistance of the High 
Commissioner in London was obtained and so 
Mr C. M. Hill, who had been chief instructor 
to the Hall Flying School at Hendon, was 
appointed instead. Mr Hill took up his ap- 
pointment on 3 May, 1917, and on 7 May, took 
the air for the first time in the new 60 h.p. 
Caudron biplane. 


The first flying display from Sockburn took 
place on 13 May, when the school received a 
visit from the Hon. G. W. Russell, Minister of 
Internal Affairs. Hill’s flying so impressed the 
Minister that he went away saying that although 
the grounds and flying at Sockburn had con- 
siderably impressed him, he had come to the 
conclusion that aviation should be brought 
under direct and immediate control by legisla- 
tion. This resulted in New Zealand’s first 
Aviation Legislation, an Act to Control Avia- 
tion in New Zealand, which was dated 10 
December, 1918. 


In the meantime the school had advertised 
for pupils, who were soon coming forward to 
volunteer their services as prospective Royal 
Flying Corps pilots. The pupils paid £100 for 
the privilege of learning to fly, £75 of which 
was refunded to them upon their appointment 
to a commission in the R.F.C. 


Mr C. M. Hill took up the first passengers 
from Sockburn on 19 June, 1917, in the 60 h.p. 
Caudron, which was still the only aircraft 
available. First to go was the Hon. H. F. 
Wigram, followed by Mrs Wigram and then 
by the first six pupils. 


On the following day flying training ee 
in earnest. 















DAILY FLYING 20 TRIPS AROUND THE GLOBE 





In addition to the C-130’s in 
service with U.S. forces, more than 
165 Hercules have been ordered 
by 12 other countries of the free 
world. Australia, Brazil, Canada, 
Indonesia, Iran, New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, South 
Africa, Sweden, Turkey, and the 
United Kingdom. Production of 
the C-130 Hercules is continuing 
at Lockheed-Georgia, 


W4612 


The C-130 Hercules is the world’s 


‘most proven airlifter. It serves as a 


cargo and troop carrier; aerial 
refueler; fleet support aircraft; 
patrol, rescue and search vehicle; 
weather photomapping platform; 
drone target launcher; and more. 
Each day C-130’s fly the equivalent 
of 20 trips around the world. 


The C-130 Hercules, unmatched in 
versatility and economy, is just one 
of a family of famous airlifters 
designed and developed by 
Lockheed-Georgia— the utility 
personnel /cargo C-140 JetStar 
transport; today’s largest 


operational military cargo fanjet, 
the C-141 StarLifter; and 
tomorrow’s giant C-5A, the 


| largest plane in the world. 


“LOCKHEED 


LOCKHEED-GEORGIA COMPANY, MARIETTA, GEORGIA, U.S.A. 


A DIVISION OF LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT CORPORATION 


The first six pupils “took their tickets” on 
24 August, 1917, and from then on there was 
a constant stream of pupils passing out. 


The hundredth pupil passed out from the 
school on 17 June, 1918, just about a year 
from the date of the first, and during that year 
the pupils had made 14,791 flights, both dual 
and solo, at an average of nearly 150 flights per 
pupil. 

By the time the war ended on 11 November, 
1918, 182 pupils had passed through the school. 
The result of the ending of the war as far as 
the Sockburn School was concerned was that 
flying training completely ceased, although it 
became involved in the post-war joy riding 
business, and carried out a number of experi- 
mental flights to such places as far apart as 
Wellington and Dunedin. 


Mr C. M. Hill was killed on 1 February, 
1919, when flying a small aeroplane which 
had been designed and built in the school 
workshops towards the end of 1918. This was 
a serious blow to the company, at a difficult 
period of its existence. A new instructor, 
Captain Euan Dickson, D.S.C. and Bar, D.F.C., 
Croix de Guerre, R.A.F., was appointed, and 
he brought with him four new Avro 504K 
trainers with which to modernise the school’s 
fleet. 


The first Christchurch to Wellington flight 
and the first occasion on which Cook Strait 
had been crossed by air took place on 25 
August, 1920. The pilot was Captain Dickson, 
and his passengers were Mr C. H. Hewlett, 
deputy-chairman of the company, and Mr J. E. 
Moore, engineer. 


Handing over to New Zealand Defence Department — 21st June, 1923. Left to right: J. E. Moore, C. W. 








One of the Avro 504K trainers 


outside the hangars at Sockburn. 


In spite of all the efforts of the company 
during the post-war run-down, it was found 
impossible to continue and in 1923 the Hon. 
H. F. Wigram offered the assets and liabilities 
of the Canterbury (N.Z.) Aviation Co. Ltd. to 
the Government. This offer was accepted in due 
course, the Government paying £20,937.14.8 
and Wigram the other £10,000 of a total valua- 
tion of £30,937.14.8d. 


Later Sir Henry made a further gift of 
£2,500, to be utilised to purchase a modern 
service fighting machine — the first “Grebe”. 
Finally, Sir Henry purchased Plumpton Park 
Trotting Course, which adjoined the Defence 
Aerodrome, and handed it over to the Govern- 
ment for inclusion in the landing ground. 


Sockburn was formally taken over on 21 
June, 1923, and was officially renamed Wigram 
Aerodrome a few days after the sale, the name 
which it retains to this day. 





Hervey, J. C. Mercer, E. Dickson, C. H. Hewlett (Canterbury Aviation Co.), R. Young, T. W. Wilkes, 
S.C. P. Nicholls, L. M. Isitt (Government Representative). 





This bomber 
doesn’t need fighter cover. 


Unescorted F-5’s on a ground-support mission 


may look like a tempting target to hostile 
fighters. 


But attacking them can be suicide. 
The F-5’s won’t just dump their load and 
run. They’ll turn and fight. 


With its short turn radius the F-5 can quickly 
get on the tail of its attacker. Then, even if 
it is not carrying air-to-air missiles, its 
tremendous acceleration and rate of climb will 


put it within cannon range before the opponent 
can run away. 


r-9’s are built to survive in the air over tactical 
battlefields. Small, fast and agile, with twin 
engines and redundant systems, they can absorb 
a lot of damage and come back fighting. 

So, while it’s comforting to an F-5 pilot to 
have friendly fighters overhead, he can get 
along fine without them. 


Provided he checks the sky now and then. 


NORTHROP F- 





1923 


N.Z. PERMANENT AIR FORCE 


1937 


After the First World War the New Zealand 
Government approached the Air Ministry with 
a view to obtaining the services of an officer 
to advise on the establishment of an Air Force 
in the Dominion, and Colonel A. V. Bettington, 
D.S.O., R.A.F., was selected for this work. At 
the same time the Air Adviser’s staff was 
augmented by the attachment of three New 
Zealand officers who had served in the air 
during the war: Major de Bath Brandon, 
D.S.O., M.C., Lieutenant Shand, and Captain 
Don, the last mentioned being placed in charge 
of the aircraft, which were located at the 
Canterbury Aviation Company’s aerodrome 
at Sockburn, where the Government had erected 
two hangars, each 80 feet x 60 feet. 


In 1920 the British Government found itself 
with a large surplus of aircraft and incidental 
equipment, and in order to assist and encour- 
age the formation of Air Forces in the 
Dominions, it offered free gifts of 100 machines 
to each. 


The New Zealand Government finally 
accepted a gift of 33 machines: 


20 Avro 504K (Training type). 

9 D.H. 9’s (Bombers). 

2 Bristol Fighters. 

2 D.H.4 Reconnaissance Bombers. 


An Air Board had been formed in 
1920 to advise the Government on Air 
Policy (it had no executive powers), 
and when the “gift aircraft” arrived, 
there being no place to store them, 
they were loaned to the two civilian 
flying training schools. 


In 1923 it was decided to form a 
Reserve of Air Force Officers, and to 
give them annual refresher courses. 





Wigram grows — new Government 
hangars have been built on left. 


Pilots who had seen service overseas were 
accordingly enrolled, and it was arranged for 
training to be carried out by the New Zealand 
Flying School, Kohimarama, and by the Can- 
terbury Aviation Company. Ten officers were 
put through the courses on seaplanes at 
Kohimarama, and twenty-four on landplanes 
at Sockburn. 


With the purchase of Wigram Aerodrome, 
things moved, and the formation of the New 
Zealand Permanent Air Force, as a part of 
the Permanent Military Forces, with Head- 
quarters at Wellington, and the New Zealand 
Air Force, as a part of the Territorial Forces, 
was gazetted on 14th June, 1923. 





One of the early trainers — A' Bristol Fighter. 





RNZAF 92. Communications Assistant 41. Data Processor 


1. Pilot 2s Driver 42, Steward 
9. Navigator 24, Tailor 43. Aircraft Finisher _ 
$ Ae Blectronics Officer 25. Clerk Stores Accounting 44. Clerk Pay Accounting 
A Ade Blectronins Operator 26. Service Police 45. Shorthand Typist 
5. Air Quartermaster 27. Photographer 46. Driver 
6 Advframes 28. Electrical _ 47. Medical Orderly 
7 Tastraments 29. Metal Working 48. Radio Assistant . 
@- WMachnast 30, Aircraft Finisher 49. Clerk Stores Accounting 
6 Woodworker 31. Electroplater 50. Librarian 
10. ‘Technical Hand 32. Communications Mechanic 51. Gook 
11. Radar Ground 52. Communications Assistant 
19. Motor Mechania 33. Supplier 53. Electrical Assistant 
13. Steward 34, Cook : 
14. Clerk Pay Accounting 35. Clerk General Duties 
15. Medical Orderly 36, Librarian 
16. Firecrew 37, Aircrafthand | 
17. Engines 38. Physical Training 
18. Armament Instructor 
19. Safety Equipment Worker 
20. Aeronautical Draughtsman WRNZAF 
21. Communications Mechanic 39. Clerk General Duties 

Air 40. Typist 


Fifty-three skills and each one of them vital to our nation’s air 
defence system. Without all of them .. . pilots . . . mechanics 
... medical orderlies ... typists ...an aircraft like the RNZAF’s 
deadly new P-3B Orion sub-hunter could not operate effectively. 
In the Air Force, these are important people doing important 
jobs and they’re rewarded accordingly. A position with the 
RNZAF or WRNZAF carries generous pay scales, attractive 
fringe benefits and unrivalled long-term security. It also gives 
you the satisfaction of doing a job that counts. It is not possible 
to list here the details of these 53 positions, but if you are inter- 
ested, we'd like to send them to you. 


Fill in the coupon and send it to your nearest RNZAF 
Recruiting Office. 


RNZAF ; 
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Here are their addresses: 

AUCKLAND: 42 Wakefield Street. WELLINGTON: 
49 Willis Street. CHRISTCHURCH: McKenzie’s 
Arcade, High Street. DUNEDIN: 255 George Street. 
To: RNZAF RECRUITING. OFFICE 

I would like further information on a career with the 
RNZAF/WRNZAF 8 ai..cccccccceccescscccssssnscecesssstscesscsrcccessees 
PO Moir ciccin: cvcsr ontario tant talteweraspocitenia Gan esdeasdoielbacsnieamenieioe 
PUD DRESS rex oxecws-siesnts tivaieni bars iatwtasnen daaadscwinaaate'nsnsiséessvisionmeansien ina’ 
Sarita tetera echesteiie etd eck iancspaedsiene dats eantees AGRE sosnieaecnd 
R.W.53 


, WRNZAF 
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A De Havilland 50 4-seater — used also for aerial survey. 


A nucleus staff was enlisted and placed at 
Wigram Aerodrome, and immediately com- 
menced the assembly and overhaul of aircraft 
in preparation for the annual training camps 
of the Territorial Air Force, which were to last 
for ten days each. 


Training Scheme 


The need for a training scheme to provide 
replacements for the wartime pilots, of which 
the Territorial Air Force was then composed 
was clearly indicated by a marked falling off 
in attendance at the Annual Refresher Courses 
held in February and March of 1927, and 
applications were called by advertisement 
throughout the Dominion to fill ten vacancies 
as Cadet Pilots. Over three hundred applica- 
tions were received. 


In September, 1928, Air Marshal Sir John 
M. Salmond, accompanied by two staff officers, 
arrived in New Zealand to investigate and 
report on the development of the Air Force in 
the Dominion. 


In October, 1929, Wing Commander 
S. Grant-Dalton, D.S.O., A.F.C., who 
had recently retired from the Royal 
Air Force, was appointed as Director 
of Air Services for a period of two 
years. In 1929 also, the Territorial Air 
Force was organised as a Wing, con- 
sisting of four squadrons, whilst R.A.F. 
titles were adopted as from December 
of that year. 


By 1932 it was evident that the 
training of the Territorial Air Force | 
had reached a stage at which no 
further progress could be made without 
increases in the permanent personnel 
and equipment available for instruc- 


tional purposes. Under these circum- 
stances, it was decided to strengthen 
the N.Z. Permanent Air Force, and to 
pursue a policy of equipping the 
Territorial Squadrons with aircraft. 


On 27th February, 1934, the N.Z. 
Permanent Force was re-designated the 
“Royal New Zealand Air Force’, and 
in April of that year it was strengthen- 
ed by the enlistment of 15 airmen. 
to be followed next year by a further 
officer and 57 airmen. Hangars were 
erected to accommodate two flights 
of Vildebeest aircraft which had been 
purchased, and more ample workshops 
and living accommodation were provided at 
Wigram. 





In the year 1935-36 an additional 11 officers 
and 11 airmen were taken into the R.N.Z.A.F., 
making the total strength 20 officers and 101 
airmen. In November, 1936, the services of 
Wing Commander, the Honourable R. A. Coch- 
rane, A.F.C., R.A.F., were made available to 
advise the Government on the organisation 
and development of Air Defence. 


Then came 1937, a historic year in the 
annals of the Dominion Air Force. Group 
Captain Cochrane’s report received the appro- 
val of the Government, and early in the year 
the task of reorganisation commenced. The 
Air Station at Wigram Aerodrome, Christ- 
church, was reorganised as a Flying Training 
School, and the training of pilots for both the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force and the Royal 
Air Force was commenced — the latter under 
arrangements which had been made with the 
Air Ministry. 





Saat is ae 


A two-seater Gloster Grebe trainer (Flight Instructional photo.) 





Thirty-nine years ago, on September 10th, 
1928, the Southern Cross took off from Sydney 
on a flight which pioneered air travel between 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The success of the flight can be attributed 
to painstaking planning and complete harmony 
and co-operation, not only between members of 
the crew, but also with Government and avia- 
tion authorities in Australia and New Zealand. 

Kingsford Smith took every possible measure 
to ensure safety. Nothing was left to chance. 

But the flight, judged by today’s standards, 
was a hazardous undertaking. 





HISTORIC TASMAN FLIGHT 


The commemorative stone at left was laid by the late Sir 
Henry Wigram on the spot where the wheels of Sir Charles 
Kingsiord Smith’s three-engined monoplane “Southern Cross” 
touched down in New Zealand after its historic flight, 
marking the first successful crossing of the Tasman Sea by air. 


The instrument flying panel, radio aids 
to navigation, meteorological information 
service, and flight planning and control were 
then comparably non-existent. 

Much has been written of the flight of the 
Southern Cross. It is sufficient to say that the 
passage was unpleasant. The aircraft was too 
heavily laden and insufficiently powered to 
climb over the electrical storms through which 
it passed. 

The wireless was made useless by lightning 
and the airspeed indicator froze up and gave a 
zero reading. 

The leading edges of the propellers were 
damaged and caused vibration. Not knowing 
the cause Kingsford Smith, for the first time, 
worried about his motors. 

Later Kingsford Smith whimsically recalled 
that the first sign of habitation he saw in New 
Zealand was a Wellingtonian tearing off his 
pyjama coat to wave it at the “Old Bus” as it 
circled over the capital before turning to fly to 
Christchurch. 

Fifty miles from their destination they were 
joined by Bristol Fighters which escorted the 
Southern Cross to Wigram. The plane touched 
down at 9.20 a.m. to the most enthusiastic 
crowd Smithy had ever seen — more than 
30,000 wildly cheering, stampeding people. The 
crew were dragged from the aircraft. Over- 
night they had become heroes of two countries. 


The “Southern Cross” outside the hangars at Wigram 














\\ 
i 





Z/el | 
Peo 


(X \. 
ae 
\\ 


KEY 
Ue REFRESHMENTS 
WZ7a TOILETS 
iC 


VISITING CIVIL PILOTS 


CAR PARK 
ENTRANCES 
REPORT HERE 

O INFORMATION 
CAR PARK 


~ OFFICIAL 


vale FIRST AID 
C 








SUPPLY DROP 


ey: DZ 
FP | OE dian 7 
A |G 
VT} 
D 
/ 
Zi 


SEATING 
ISPLAY 
AIRCRAFT 










a 2 os 

S N er YF ko > A ; 
. ye f > s 
: “o Ue 






an j 
i" ‘ se : 
OR ss 
raun 
. S NX Se 


SO0th ANNIVERSARY OF FLIGHT AT WIGRAM 


FLYING PROGRAMME 


Sth NOVEMBER ® 1967 ® COMMENCING 12 -NOON 








1. PARACHUTE JUMPING, a free fall demonstration by the Canterbury Sky 
Diving Club. 


2. GLIDING, a display by gliders from the Canterbury and Wigram Gliding 
Clubs. | 


3. AIRBORNE RESCUE, a display by the newly formed R.N.Z.A.F. Airborne 
Rescue Team including the evacuation of “casualties” by Iroquois Helicopter. 


4. PARASAILING, demonstrated by the R.N.Z.A.F. Parachute Training and 
Support Unit. 


5S. ROTHMANS AIR RACE, for light aircraft built before 1946. 
6. BATON PASSING, a further display by the Canterbury Sky Diving Club. 


7. HIS WORSHIP the Mayor of Christchurch, Sir George Manning, C.M.G., M.A., 
arrives at Wigram by Iroquois Helicopter. 


8. OFFICIAL OPENING at 2.30 p.m. by His Worship the Mayor. 


9. CIVIL FLYPASTS including light aircraft old and new, the Czechoslovakian 
Zlin in an aerobatic demonstration, the P.51 Mustang, and a Viscount of National 
Airways. 


10. MILITARY FLYING DISPLAYS including a mass formation of Harvards and 
Devons, Harvard and Vampire aerobatics and demonstrations by Orion, Hercules, 
Bristol Freighter and Canberra aircraft and the Iroquois Helicopter. 


11. PRESENTATION CEREMONY to the first three place-getters in the Rothmans 
Air Race. 





THE PUBLIC IS WARNED THAT SMOKING IN THE VICINITY OF 
AIRCRAFT IS PROHIBITED. 


NOTE: The above flying programme is subject to amendment, depending on weather 
conditions or any other unforseen factors. 





QANTAS, with AIR INDIA, B.O.A.C., S.A.A. and AIR NEW ZEALAND. 
AIR NEW ZEALAND, QANTAS’ General Sales Agents in New Zealand. 440 


Sir Hen ry Wigram ... Man of vision 


It is fitting that the Royal New Zealand 
Air Force Base in Christchurch is named after 
Sir Henry Wigram. It was solely his initiative 
and foresight which led to the establishment 
of a flying training school in Canterbury. 


For many years Sir Henry was flying’s lone 
champion in high places. But for his advocacy 
and generosity New Zealand may have taken 
far longer to establish an air force. 


Born in London in 1857, Sir Henry came to 
New Zealand and settled in Christchurch in 
1883. 


He was reputedly a visionary, a shrewd man 
in business, and an outstanding administrator. 


He entered public life in 1900 and was 
elected Mayor of Christchurch in 1902. Sir 
Henry became a member of the legislative 
council in 1904 and remained there for 17 
years. 


His interest in aviation was kindled by a 
visit to England in 1908 and although he urged 





the Legislative Council to investigate “aerial 
navigation”, nothing was done. Another visit 
to England in 1913, when he first saw an aero- 
plane in flight convinced him of the potential 
of the air. 


Sir Henry proposed to the Legislative Coun- 
cil in 1916 that it should recommend to the 
Government that a school or schools be set up 
to teach flying in order to establish an aviation 
corps for the purposes of national defence. 


Again nothing happened so Sir Henry re- 
solved to go it alone. 


He placed orders overseas for the supply of 
two Caudron biplanes valued at $1100 each 
and a month later a further order for a dual 
control Caudron at $1320. 


He then set about forming the Canterbury 
Aviation Company, and acquiring the land at 
Sockburn on which to establish the school. 
Throughout 1917 and up to the end of the war 
in 1918, 182 pilots had been trained for service 
overseas. 


At the end of the war the demand for trained 
pilots had decreased considerably, but Sir Henry 
still had his vision of aircraft being used as 
mail and passenger carriers. 


The first official scheduled airmail service 
in the South Island from Christchurch to 
Timaru, was established by the company. 


In peace, the Government was still reluctant 
to establish a permanent air arm of the defence 
forces. Sir Henry wrote to the Prime Minister 
in March 1923 offering the Government 
$20,000 as a gift, if it would take over the 
assests and liabilities of the Company and 
guarantee to use the school for training pilots. 


This was agreed to and the property was 
handed over to the Government on June 21, 
1923. The name was changed at this stage 
to Wigram Aerodrome. 


In 1927 he bought the Canterbury Park 
Trotting Club’s ground of 81 acres next to 
Wigram and handed it over to the Govern- 
ment to increase the area in 1932. 


He was knighted in 1926 for his services to 
aviation, and died in 1934. 





ongratulations 
from one pioneer 
to another! 


Since it commenced operations in 
1948, and was the first company to 
produce a pneumatic tyre in New 
Zealand, the Firestone Tire & Rubber 
Company has played a vital role in 
keeping the wheels of New Zealand 
moving. 

From ‘Trucks and_ Tractors to 
Pasenger Cars and Earth Movers — 


the Firestone range of tyres caters 





trest 


for practically every wheel that turns. 
From its pioneer role in the past, 
Firestone has become one of the 
major contributors to future industrial 


development of New Zealand. 
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ROYAL NEW ZEALAND AIR FORCE 


1967 


The Ist of April, 1937, marked a significant 
step in the life of Wigram. On this day the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force was constituted 
as an autonomous service. 


The immediate effect at Wigram was the 
re-organisation of the flying school to train 
forty pilots a year, a figure later raised to 
eighty. 

These pilots were destined for Short Service 
Commissions in the Royal Air Force and the 
Royal New Zealand Air Force. 


The following year, recruiting for the Christ- 
church Territorial Squadron began. Squadron 
Leader G. Stedman, then Chief Instructor for 
the Canterbury Aero Club was appointed com- 
manding officer. By November of that year 
the squadron had a strength of fourteen officers 
and seventy-eight airmen and was equipped 
with Baffins. 


At this time war clouds were gathering and 
the threat imposed led to the calling of the 
Pacific Defence Conference in Wellington, in 
April, 1939. 

Arising from this conference was the decision 
to expand Wigram to train 140 pilots annually. 
Wigram was to be the main flying training 





A Vickers Vildebeest 


school and was also to house a_ technical 
training wing, the latter opening in September. 


The outbreak of the war saw the Wigram 
extensions almost completed and the pace of 
training stepped up rapidly. Wigram’s yellow 
training aircraft were a familiar sight over 
Canterbury as prospective pilots learned to fly. 
Flying went on day and night, and on the 
ground there was equal activity, as electrical 
mechanics, armourers and instrument makers 
went about their work. Of the 13,000 pilots, 
airgunners, wireless operators, navigators, bomb 
aimers and observers fully or partly trained 
during the War, the great majority of them at 
some stage of their training passed through 
Wigram. 


With the end of the war in sight late in 
1944, other flying training establishments 
throughout the country were closed down but 
training continued at Wigram until late 1945 
when only refresher training was given. 


Once a post-war defence policy was formu- 
lated, flying training commenced again at 
Wigram in 1948, continuing to the present time. 


The post-war years have seen a Territorial 
Air Force Squadron come and go, new types 
of aircraft, the Freedom of the City of Christ- 
church, the honour of holding the Queen’s 
Colour, and an American Polar Squadron. 


The Harvard Trainer 
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put Christchurch on the flying map fifty years ago. 


ae. 


OS 


wT 





00 


Congratulations 
on an historic occasion 


November 5th is truly an historic date in the history 
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NEW ZEALAND’S NATIONAL AIRLINE 
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of New Zealand aviation, and NAC are proud to be 


associated with this tribute to the early pioneers who 
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Static displays feature history of Wigram 


The theme of the static displays today is 50 
years’ progress in Aviation. In arranging the 
displays in accordance with this theme the 





organisers have gathered exhibits from many REPRODUCTIONS 
parts of New Zealand. 
In No. 1 Hangar, the main display is divided OF PAINTING 
into a number of stands showing development 
in the various facets of aviation such as A limited edition of colour repro- 


engines, communications and_ instruments, 


armament, air frames and safety equipment. ductions of the Conly painting 


In addition, airlines, Operation Deep Freeze depicting the first passenger flight 


and the Aviation Historical Society have dis- from Sockburn on June 19th, 1917, 
plays. 
ilable f | h in No. 1 
No. 3 Hangar has been set aside for the ane eae cae Be 
display of old aeroplanes. Hangar, or at the city offices of Air 
A representative group of both military and New Zealand and N.A.C. 


civil contemporary aircraft which are taking 
part in the flying programme will be on dis- 
play for inspection in front of the hangars. 
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|MALING & CO. LTD. “"\jectenn” 


Good supplies of high-quality Wines, Spirits, Liqueurs, Ales, 
etc., always available. Free delivery in City and Suburbs. 
You are cordially invited to visit our sample room 
or a phone call will ensure prompt attention. 


Telephone 62-779 (3 lines) 


Maling & Co. Lid. 


86 one ST., CHRISTCHURCH 


>< (> RRR () EE ( ) EES () RED ( ) <A  ) <)> () < ( ) <- () <D-(, 
OS) <a ¢) <a () <I ¢) (<<a) <a () <a () <- () < (:) <D- 


e, 
"% 
" 
v 
* 
re 


4 


7 
( 


> > <a ( ) <a (> <> <a ¢ ) < ( ) <M ¢ ) Sm ) << ) <a  () (D> 


OSz> 0 D> () D> () <> () CD SD) RD (> RD ( ) RD ( ) RD ) RD ( ) <ED ( ) RRND ) ERED ( ) RED ( ) ERR ( ) <RRMED ( ) <M ( ) EER ) <I ( ) RD ( ) RD ( ) <I D ( ) ETD (> <)> ( ) < () <> -() <-( )-() mm (056 


MARY GRAY 


HOME-MADE CONFECTIONS 
TWO ADDRESSES: 


| 

( 

| 

Chocolates -— Nougat 116 Hereford St., Hereford Court | 
| 

| 

f 


Marzipan — _ Fudges 680B Colombo Sireet 


CHRISTCHURCH 
MAIL ORDERS PACKED AND POSTED 
Telephone 64-041 
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1967 
ROTHMANS 
ATR RACE 


For Light Aircraft 
built before 1946 


The air race will start from Wigram 
airfield, and the course will be a 
triangular one via Halswell, Lincoln 
and back to Wigram. 


The aircraft will complete two circuits 
of the course on a handicap basis. 
Rothmans have presented trophies for 
the first three place-getters, also cash 
awards of $100 for first, $60 for 
second and $40 for third place. 
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The Harvard Aerobatic Team from Wigram 

has been a _ feature of flying displays 

throughout New Zealand for many years. A 

new team known as the Red Checkers, led by 

Flight Lieutenant JT. S. Lambert, will be 
performing today. 


K 


The Aviation Historical Society of New 
Zealand, which was founded on 1 January, 
1958, is an amateur group of aviation enthus- 
iasts, collectors, authors, artists, photographers 
and model builders who have a common inter- 
est in accurate and detailed information cover- 
ing all aspects of aviation history in New 
Zealand. 


Additional details about the Society, mem- 
bership, etc., may be obtained from the Hon. 
Secretary, P.O. Box 2694, Christchurch. 
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TH a From New Zealand’s first registered plane, ZK-AAA, a gift to 
New Zealand from Lord Wakefield, founder of Castrol — 
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OUR FIRST AIRCRAFT — 1920 
The Avro 504 K. Motor: Le Rhone rotary 110 h.p. 


Wing Span: 36ft Oin. Length: 32ft lin. All up weight: 
2006Ib. Capacity: crew of one. Passengers: two. 


48 YEARS 
AND 4,100h.p. 
LATER 


OUR FRRST TURBOPROP — 1968 


The Hawker-Siddeley 748 Turboprop: Two Rolls-Royce 
Dart engines of 2105 e.s. h.p. Wing span: 98ft 6in. 

- - a Length: 67ft. All up weight: 44,495lb. 

Capacity: crew of three. 
Passengers: 44 or 52. 





THE MOUNT COOK & SOUTHERN LAKES 
TOURIST COMPANY LIMITED 
P.O. Box 8064 CHRISTCHURCH 








WIGRAM TODAY 


R.N.Z.A.F. Base Wigram is today the Air 
Force’s major training base. Young men and 
women, with the exception of Airmen Cadets, 
no matter what their chosen specialty, begin 
their Air Force life at Wigram. 

For all of them their stay on the base is a 
challenge. Whether they be young men selected 
for aircrew, others for ground trades or young 
women for a career in the Women’s Royal 
New Zealand Air Force their life while at 
Wigram is one of study and examination. 

The increasing complexity of new equipment 
in service with the Air Force places a greater 
demand for skills on the people who operate 
and maintain it. 

But life is not all hard work at the Base. 
Wigram has been carefully developed over the 
years until today it is perhaps one of the most 
beautiful of all R.N.Z.A.F. properties in 
New Zealand. 

About 40 acres of its total area of 520 acres 
are laid out in lawns and gardens. A wide 
selection of trees and shrubs have been taste- 
fully planted to give many areas of the base an 
almost parkland appearance. 

Facilities for sport and other recreations are 
excellent and include playing fields, tennis 
courts, a Swimming pool and a gymnasium. 
Regular services are held in the Chapel. 

In 50 years Wigram has developed from a 
little over 100 acres of farm land with a few 
scattered buildings on it to a well established 
mature military base. In 1917 there were a 
mere handful of people engaged in flying acti- 
vities on the then Sockburn Field. Today 
almost 1,000 men and women are busily em- 
ployed at Wigram. 





Instruction at the Medical Training School, Wigram. 
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ROLL of WIGRAM'’S 


COMMANDING 
* OFFICERS * 


Throughout its history as an Air Force 
base, Wigram has been commanded by 
many distinguished officers. In February 
1966, the reorganisation of the Air Force 
led to a change in the command structure, 
dividing responsibilities into a number of 
functional Wings. This brought to an end 
the appointment of Commanding Officer 
with command of the base as a _ whole. 





Captain L. M. Isitt 1923-26 


rT 


Flight Lieutenant J. L. Findlay, M.C., 


Wing Commander G.. S. Hodson, 
A.F.C., 1938-42 


Group Captain K. L. Caldwell, M.B.E. 
M.C., D.F.C., 1942-44 


Group Captain C. E. Kay, D.F.C., 
1944-45 


Wing Commander F. R. Dix, 1945-48 
Wing Commander A. B. Greenaway, 

1948-52 
Group Captain B. F. Nicholl, 1952-54 


Group Captain F. R. Dix, CBE. 
1954-57 


Group Captain T. J. McLean de 
Lange, D.F.C., 1957-60 


Group Captain S. G. Quill, O.B.E., 


D.F.C., 1960-63 
Group Captain J. D. Robins, O.B.E., 
D.F.C., 1963-65 


Group Captain E. C. Gartrell, O.B.E.., 
D.F.C., 1965-66 


Wing Commander G. H. S. Tosland, 
A.F.C., 1966-67 


Wing Commander R. A. Mackinder, 
A.F.C, 1967 
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Flying is for you! 


If you'd like to fly, now is the time to get in touch with the 
Canterbury Aero Club, New Zealand's finest and foremost 
ero Club. Learn to fly with the experts in flight training, 
and enjoy the many benefits that can be yours. 


% Choice of 16 modern aircraft. Training rates on Cherokees are 

% Permanent staff of eight $/ per hour solo and 
Professional Instructors. $9 per hour dual. 

% Free ground lectures for * All these and many other benetits 
rivate pilot’s licence. for an annual subscription of 

yx Free access to maps and aids. only $6.30. : 


Book now for your trial lesson...only $3 





1928 


CANTERBURY AERO: ciyp \Wt- 





CANTERBURY AERO CLUB 


1967 


A major organisation on the aviation scene 
today, the Canterbury Aero Club, was nurtured 
in its early days by Sir Henry Wigram. His 
association with the club was another example 
of his complete faith in and far sighted 
approach to aviation. 

The club was formed at Wigram in June, 
1928, with Sir Henry, then affectionately known 
as “the father of aviation in New Zealand”, 
as its first patron. 

In granting the Government $20,000 in 1923 
for the purchase of the land at Sockburn on 
which to develop aviation in Canterbury, Sir 
Henry decreed that there was always to be 
an area set aside for aero club activity. 

The club remained at Wigram from its in- 
ception until the Second World War, when the 
increase in military flying from the base meant 
the club had to transfer to Harewood — now 
Christchurch International Airport, from 
where it still operates. 

The first instructor of the club was “Bert” 
Mercer, who had learned to fly at the Canter- 
bury Aviation Company’s school over ten years 
previously. He had gained considerable experi- 
ence as an instructor there and in commercial 
flying after the First World War. 


With the foresight of the first president, Sir 
Francis Boys and many other dedicated 
enthusiasts, the club aircraft were soon to be 
seen on cross country flights stretching over the 
alps into Westland. 


Today the club owns and operates a fleet 
of sixteen modern aircraft, distinctive and 
immaculate in their Canterbury colours of red 
and white. A full-time staff of eighteen is 
employed to care for almost 1,000 members, 
with nearly 200 pupils under training. Today 
the club has branches operating at Ashburton 
Rangiora and Kaikoura, and club aircraft are 
frequent visitors to farming centres such as 
Hawarden, Shefield and Methven, for a day’s 
flying instruction. 


In addition to flying training, the club’s 
varied activities include charter and scenic 
work throughout the country, supply dropping 
and ambulance flights. ‘This year it is estima- 
ted that over 15,000 hour will be flown. 


Proud of its rich heritage of the past, mem- 
bers of the Canterbury Aero Club are confident 
that their club will maintain its leading position 
among civil flying training organisations in 
the country today. 





A view of the comfortable clubrooms at Harewood. 
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‘Whether you Want to stay... 


Dine in Comfort... 


WHEREVER YOU ARE Hold a Function or Conference... 


WHENEVER YOU’RE THIRSTY 
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There’s just one place to go — 


ONE OF CHRISTCHURCH'S 
LATEST and FINEST LANDMARKS 


HOTEL RUSSLEY 


YOU OWE IT TO 
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YOURSELF TO DRINK— 


£ AANANAAAAANLAN 







MAUNDERS Luxury accommodation, plenty of 
parking 
Heated Swimming Pool 
Finest Food | 
Made with Pride, for Your Pleasure, by ROYDVALE AVENUE 
MAUNDERS CORDIALS LID. ee Momonal (ve: 
176 HIGH STREET, RANGIORA PHONE 516-199 


Greet Your 


BON BRUSH MAN | BLUE STAR 
with a smile and say 
“It's good to see TAXIS 
you again,” DIAL 


when he calls at YOUR home 7 7 


with his range of fully guaranteed 
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BON BRUSHES 


- PHONE 69-646 
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Sergeant J. A. WARD ve. 





New Zealand’s first V.C. of the Second 
World War was awarded to an R.N.Z.A.F. 
pilot who completed his flying training at 
Wigram in 1941. He was Sergeant James 
Allen Ward, of No. 75 New Zealand Bomber 
Squadron | 


Sergeant Ward was born at Wanganui and 
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wo? Flight Navigator’s Licence. 
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prior to his enlistment in the R.N.Z.A.F., in 
July, 1940, was a school teacher at .Castlecliff 
School, Wanganui. ; 


The story of the attack on Munster on the 
night of the 7/8th July, 1941, is best described 
in the citation covering the award of the 
Victoria Cross to Sergeant Ward. 


“On the night of 7th July, Sergeant Ward 
was second pilot in a Wellington bomber, whose 
starboard engine caught fire on its return 
flight from Munster, after a successful brush 
with a Messerschmitt over the Zuider Zee. 
After the warning to be ready to abandon air- 
craft had been given, he volunteered to crawl 
out on the wing in a desperate attempt to 
smother the fire, which was fed from a split 
petrol pipe, and was liable at any moment to 
spread to the entire wing. The force of the 
wind was terrific, but, though hampered by a 
parachute, he managed to grasp hold of the 
fuselage and, hanging on by one hand, thrust 
an engine cover over the jet of flame... A 
safe landing was made despite the damage 
sustained by the aircraft’’. 


From a raid on Hamburg during the night 
of the 15/16th September, 1941, Ward’s air- 
craft failed to return to its base, and all the 
crew were classified as missing. 
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BOOKS FOR ARMCHAIR 
AND COCKPIT EXPERTS 


AS THE PRO-FLIES 


John R. Hoyt’s indispen- 
sable guide for amateurs 
and _ professionals alike. 


$6.40 


THE COMPLETE 
AIR NAVIGATOR 


By D. C. T. Bennett. The 
standard textbook for the 


$6.90 
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Vincent Precision Radio Ltd. 


RADIO AND TELEVISION SPECIALISTS 








‘We sell the best and service the rest ”’ 


SALES and SERVICE 
AWA — ADMIRAL — _ PHILIPS 


— . 827 COLOMBO ST PHONE 64-310 DAY OR NIGHT 
After Sales Service by our own Staff 7 Days a Week 
TV Hire Service (with the right to purchase) from $1.65 weekly. 


EXPERTS IN AIR TRAVEL TO 
ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD — 


ATLANTIC & PACIFIC TRAVEL 
131 Cashel Street (Opp. Beaths) 
Phone 68-117 Christchurch 
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THE AIRLINE YOU CALL SAFE 


After close on fifteen years of being called 
SAFE for short, Straits Air Freight Express Ltd. 
have decided to become SAFE officially . .. 
SAFE AIR LIMITED. The name is shorter but 
performance figures grow larger and_ larger. 
In 1953, 19,416 tons of freight were carried 
on 4,143 flights; in 1966, 55,421 tons on 
14,904 flights. 

SAFE, over the period, has carried an endless 
variety of freight — horses, cattle, sheep, 
flowers and fruit, day old chicks, machinery, 





NOW IS... 
OFFICIALLY ! 


household appliances, potted plants, oysters. 
You name it, they carry it. And in the near 
future they’ll be adding real live humans to 
the list with a passenger service from Wellington 
to the Chatham Islands. 


To do all this SAFE boasts fifty-four pilots, 
ninety-eight of an engineering team ...a 
total staff of one hundred and eighty five. 
Quite a team .. . quite an enterprise... 


quite an airline ! 





safe air limited fag 
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A ‘Tribute 


to those pioneers of aviation 


who, 

justly proud of their Land and with 
hope and faith in the future, gave so 
freely of their time and money to 
plan and provide what we regard as 


essential in this present day. 
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